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Attorney Docket:OMG/130/US 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of: Hubert T. McGovern et al 

Application No.: 10/830,196 Examiner: Unassigned 

Filing Date: April 21 , 2004 Group Art Unit: Unassigned 

For: DECK SCREWS SUITABLE FOR USE WITH COMPOSITE LUMBER 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant submits herewith patents, publications or other information of which they 
are aware and which they believe may be material to the examination of the above- 
identified application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance 
with 37 CFR1.56. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that 
any patent, publication or other information referred to herein or submitted herewith is "prior 
art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56(b) exists. 

Concise explanation of non-English language information. 
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As outlined in M.P.E.P. §609 (lll)(A)(3) applicants herein provides in place of a 
concise explanation of non-English language information of the Taiwanese opposition 
report. A full translation of the Taiwanese opposition report the translation: 
[TRANSLATION OF THE REASONS FOR OPPOSITION] 

I. The patent-in-question lacks of novelty: 

1 . It is stated in item 1 of first paragraph of Article 20 that prior to an invention applying 
for patent it has been published or publicly used then this invention may not obtain a patent 
in accordance with this Law. Accordingly, any patent that fails to meet the 'novelty' 
requirements set forth in above article should be revoked. 

The patent-in-question fails to meet the requirements set forth in above article 
according to the evidences presented by the opposer and thus should be revoked. 

2. As stated in claim 1, the patent-in-question claims a screw for securing wood 
products, the screw comprising: 

a shaft and a head, wherein the head is provided with a top surface having an 
opening to receive a tool; 

wherein the shaft is provided with a threaded upper region located proximate the 
head and a threaded lower region located near a distal end of the screw, the distal end 
having a tip, and the number of threads per unit length in the upper region exceeds the 
number of threads per unit length in the lower region. 

3. The screw claimed in claim 1 has been publicly shown in Evidence 3. Specifically, 
the screws shown in page 5, 87, and 186 (which are indicated by arrows) have all the 
features of the screw claimed in claim 1, i.e., each of the screws shown in Evidence 3 has 
a shaft, a head having an opening provided in a top surface thereof for receiving a tool, a 
threaded upper region located proximate the head, a threaded lower region located near 
a distal end of the screw, the distal end having a tip, and the number of threads per length 
in the upper region exceeds the number of threads per length in the lower region. 



2 



Attorney Docket:OMG/130/US 

Moreover, the screw claimed in claim 1 has been disclosed in Evidences 4 & 5. 
Specifically, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, there disclosed a screw 200 which has a shaft, 
a head (230) having an opening for receiving a tool, a threaded upper region (210) located 
proximate the head, a threaded lower region (220) located near a distal end of the screw, 
the distal end having a tip, and the number of threads per length in the upper region 
exceeds the number of threads per length in the lower region. 

Therefore, in view of the disclosures of Evidences 3, 4 and 5, the screw claimed in 
claim 1 has been published prior to its application for patent and thus lacks of novelty. 

4. The screw claimed in claim 3 lacks of novelty as well. In specific, the structural 
features of the screw described in claim 3 reside in that the head of the screw is provided 
with a bottom surface, a crown that extends around the perimeter of the head and extends 
beyond the lower surface of the head thereby defining an open volume between the lower 
edge of the crown and the shaft of the screw. These features have been disclosed in the 
screws illustrated in pages 87 and 186. Thus, the screw claimed in claim 3 does not 
possess novelty. 

5. The screw claimed in claim 8 is not novel either. The feature of the screw described 
in claim 8 resides in that the thread pattern of the lower region is symmetrical. This feature 
has been clearly disclosed in the screws of Evidence 3 and in figures 1 and 2 of Evidences 
4 and 5. Thus, the screw claimed in claim 8 does not possess novelty. 

6. The screw claimed in claim 1 3 lacks of novelty. The feature of the screw described 
in claim 13 resides in that the shaft has an unthreaded region located between the upper 
threaded region and the lower threaded region. This feature has been clearly disclosed in 
the screw illustrated in figures 1 and 2 of Evidences 4 and 5. Thus, the screw claimed in 
claim 8 does not possess novelty. 

II. The patent-in-question does not possess non-obviousness: 
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It is stipulated in the second paragraph of Article 20 that an invention may not be 
granted a patent in accordance with this Law if it employs prior art or knowledge in a way 
people skilled in the same field may easily complete it. 

1 . The screw claimed in claim 2 lacks of non-obviousness. The feature of the screw 
described in claim 2 resides in that the threads per unit length of the upper region are at 
least twice as many as that of the lower region. This feature is just an obvious modification 
of the structure of 'the number of threads per unit length in the upper region exceeds the 
number of threads per unit length in the lower region' and is obvious to people skilled in this 
art. 

2. The screw claimed in claim 4 lacks of non-obviousness. The feature of the screw 
described in claim 4 resides in that the head of the screw is provided with a bottom surface, 
a crown that extends around the perimeter of the head, wherein the crown extends beyond 
the lower surface of the head, forming a recessed region between the lower edge of the 
crown and the shaft of the screw. This feature is similar to that of the screw illustrated in 
Figs. 1 and 2 of Evidence 6. Thus, the screw of claim 4 is obvious to people skilled in this 
art. 

3. The screws defined in claims 5 and 6 both lack of non-obviousness. The feature of 
the screw described in claim 5 resides in that a V -shaped undercut is provided in a bottom 
surface of the head. This structural feature, however, has long been adopted in a screw 
design. For instance, the screw illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4 of Evidence 7 has this feature. 
Claim 6 further defines that the V-shaped undercut has a conical surface in the undercut 
that connects the lip with a conical underside of the head. However, this feature is only an 
obvious modification over the screw of claim 5 and does not provide any improvements. 

4. The screws defined in claims 7, 9, 10, 1 1 , and 12 all lack of non-obviousness. The 
features defined in these claims, such as the slant angle of the conical surface, the cross 
sectional area of the lower and upper regions of the shaft, the angle of the tip, the size and 
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shape of the opening, are either designers choice or obvious modification to people skilled 
in this art. 

III. In view of the above, the disclosures of Evidences 3 through 7 have disclosed all the 
features defined in the claims of the patent-in-question. Therefore, the patent-in-question 
fails to meet the statutory requirements of an invention patent set forth in item 1 and 2 of 
paragraph 1 and paragraph 2 of Article 20. That is, the patent-in-question fails to meet 
either the 'novelty 1 or 'inventive step 1 requirements set forth in Article 20 in view of the 
evidences presented by the opposer and thus should be revoked. 

The Patent Office is thus respectfully requested to revoke the mistakenly issued 
patent to the patent-in-question. 

Evidences : 

1 . A publication copy of the patent-in-question that is published on Official Gazette. 

2. A complete copy of the patent-in-question. 

3. A copy of pages 5, 87, and 186 of a magazine published on December 1997. 

4. A publication copy of Taiwan Patent Publication No.292540 that is published on 
Official Gazette. 

5. A complete copy of Evidence 4. 

6. A publication copy of Taiwan Patent Publication No.424851 . 

7. A publication copy of Taiwan Patent Publication No. 33 7826. 

For US national applications filed after June 30, 2003 and International applications 
that have entered the national stage after June 30, 2003 a copy of a cited US patent or 
cited US patent publication is NOT required. See OG Notices: 5 August 2003. 
Accordingly, no copies of a cited US patent or cited US patent publication are enclosed for 
these applications. A copy of each item other than a US patent or a US patent publication 
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listed on the attached INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION IN AN APPLICATION is 
supplied herewith. 

For US national applications filed before June 30, 2003 and International 
applications that have entered the national stage before June 30, 2003 a copy of each of 
the items listed on the attached INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION IN AN 
APPLICATION is supplied herewith. 



Date: January 1 1 , 2005 
750 Main Street- Suite 1400 
Hartford, CT 06103-2721 
(860) 527-9211 

OurRef: OMG/130/US 



Respectfully submitted, 



Hubert T. McGovern et al 
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